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sit in judgment in such a case. The charges are indeed
frivolous, contemptible, but, the House of Representatives
having preferred them, the President should have been
allowed ample time for his defense. But a majority of the
Senators have prejudged the case, and are ready to pro-
nounce judgment without testimony.

It is evident that the Radicals in Congress are in a con-
spiracy to overthrow not only the President but the govern-
ment. The impeachment is but a single act in the drama,
Alabama is to be admitted by a breach of faith and by
violence to honest, fair legislation. By trick, imposition,
and breach of courtesy an act was slipped through both
houses repealing the laws of 1867 and 1789, the effect of
which is to take from the Supreme Court certain powers,
and which is designed to prevent a decision in the McCardle
case.1 Should the Court in that case, as it is supposed they
will, pronounce the Reconstruction laws unconstitutional,
the military governments will fall and the whole Radical
fabric will tumble with it. Only one course can prolong
the miserable contrivance, and that is a President like
Wade, who will maintain the military governments re-
gardless of courts, or law, or right. Hence I have very
little expectation that the President will escape conviction.
His deposition is a party necessity, and the Senators have
not individually the strength, ability, nor honesty to resist
the Radical caucus decisions which Stevens, Ben Butler,
and other chief conspirators sent out.

March 17, Tuesday. The Cabinet met in the library, the
council room being occupied by the President's lawyers

1 This was a habeas corpus case alleging unlawful restraint by military
force, appealed by William H. McCardle from the Circuit Court for the
Southern District of Mississippi. The act referred to repealed so much of the
Act of 1867 amending that of 1789 " as authorized an appeal from the judg-
ment of the Circuit Court to the Supreme Court of the United States, or the
exercise of ,any such jurisdiction by said Supreme Court on appeals which
have been or may hereafter be taken"; and the Court accordingly dismissed
the case for want of jurisdiction.